
 
 

 Jay-Z and the NFL: Strategic or Sell-out? 
 

Social media, sports talk shows, and entertainment news has been buzzing about Shawn 
“Jay-Z” Carter and the NFL recently. Billionaire rapper and entrepreneur Jay-Z has entered 
into an agreement with the NFL as their “live music entertainment strategist”. Days after 
the announcement (which came on the third anniversary of Colin Kaepernick’s first 
National Anthem protest) it was leaked that Jay-Z may become the owner of an NFL team. 
If he does purchase a team, it would put him in a very exclusive club.  
 
There are probably as many people supporting Jay-Z’s move as there are people criticizing 
it, and he’s left quite a few of us confused. He has been called everything from a sell-out to 
a genius to a capitalist.  
 
In all fairness, Jay-Z has credibility in the social justice space and in the boardroom. He often 
quietly backs projects and people who benefit from his status and resources. He also has 
quite a bit of business savvy – he didn’t become a billionaire on lyrics alone.  
 
So what is happening here? Jay-Z is quoted as saying, “We forget that Colin’s whole thing 
was to bring attention to social injustice. In that case, this is a success. This is the next 
phase. There [are] two parts of protesting. You go outside and you protest, and then the 
company or the individual says, ‘I hear you. What do we do next?’” 
 
This is his next. Only time will tell if this agreement pays social justice dividends. It’s Jay-Z’s 
money and his decision. We can only control our money and our decisions.  
 
The real question is: what are you doing to eradicate social injustice? What can you do? 
Protest? Get a seat at the table? Change organizations from the inside? 
 
Consider joining the West Side Social Justice Ministry to learn what we are doing to address 
social justice issues in St. Louis.  
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For more information on social justice issues, or to join the ministry, contact Dr. Thomasina Hassler at 
(314) 440-8806 or email westsidesocialjustice@gmail.com. 
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 Mark Your Calendar 

 

October 9 – Last day to register to 
vote for the November Special 

Elections in St. Louis City and County 

 

November 5 – City and County 
Special Elections 

 

Why Local Elections Matter 
 
1. Local government manages a lot of 
different things — and their decisions will 
directly affect your life. 
There is no level of government that is 
more directly responsible for serving your 
community than your local elected officials. 
Local government can affect almost every 
aspect of your daily life. Here’s just a few of 
the things they’re responsible for: 

 Local school quality 

 Deciding sanctuary jurisdiction status 

 Policing and public safety (and 
holding police accountable) 

 Rent costs and affordable housing 

 Public transit 

 Alcohol and marijuana ordinances 

 City colleges and job training 
programs 

 . . . the list goes on and on, all the 
way down to your recycling options 
and collection. 

To sum it up: your local government has a 
lot of money and influence to decide what 
your community’s priorities are and how it 
will be run. 
 
2. State and local governments lead the 
way when the federal government isn’t. 
Did you know that many landmark federal 
policies first originated at the local level? 
It’s true — local politics have a long history 
of shaping change in our country from the 
ground up. Policies such as women’s 
suffrage, minimum wage, and 
environmental protection all began at the 
local and state level. 
 

 
Why Local Elections Matter, Continued 

 

By voting in local elections and holding 
your officials accountable, you can help 
create the change you want to see in 
our country. If nothing is moving 
forward at the federal level (or your 
federal representatives aren’t making 
progress in areas that you care about), 
it’s the responsibility of local 
governments to take action. 
 
3. Your vote will make a difference. 
Typically, just 1 in 5 voters participate in 
off-year local elections — meaning 
your vote at the local level can have an 
even bigger impact. For example, on 
just one election day in Ohio, 7 local 
issues were decided by just 1 vote. 
 
Plus, if you do participate (and help 
your friends and family get to the polls, 
too), your elected officials will likely be 
more responsive to your needs and 
interests because you’re a voter. And if 
they aren’t, the next election is a great 
way to fix that… 
 
Excerpt from 
https://medium.com/@RockTheVote/wh

y-local-elections-matter-6e7ba4545c00 

https://medium.com/@RockTheVote/why-local-elections-matter-6e7ba4545c00
https://medium.com/@RockTheVote/why-local-elections-matter-6e7ba4545c00

